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spoken language is cut up into endless dialects
and in certain provinces like Fuhkien, Anhui
and Kiangsu, the people are as foreigners to
each other in the matter of dialects. Such are
the peculiar characteristics of the ideographic
and spoken languages of China.

During the six months of my residence in
Canton, while trying to recover both the written
and spoken languages, Kwang Tung province
was thrown into a somewhat disorganized
condition. The people of Canton attempted to
raise a provincial insurrection or rebellion
entirely distinct from the Taiping rebellion
which was being carried on in the interior of
China with marked success. To suppress and
nip it in the bud, drastic measures were resorted
to by Viceroy Yeh Ming Hsin, who, in the
summer of 1855, decapitated seventy-five thou-
sand people, most of whom, I was told, were
innocent. My residence was within half a mile
of the execution ground, as stated above, and one
day, out of curiosity, I ventured to walk over
to the place. But, oh! what a sight. The ground
was perfectly drenched with human blood. On
both sides of the driveway were to be seen head-
less human trunks, piled up in heaps, waiting to
be taken away for burial. But no provision. The        ^
